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COURSE SYLLABUS – SPRING 2016 
 

The mission of The Seattle School of Theology & Psychology is to train people to be competent 
in the study of text, soul and culture in order to serve God and neighbor through transforming 
relationships. 

I. General 
Course Number: BTI 575B  
Course Name: Special Topics: Reading the Bible with the Damned/at the Margins 
Units: 2 
Professor(s): Dr. Bob Ekblad 
Professor(s) Contact Information: bekblad@theseattleschool.edu 
 
Check the online Course Schedule or MyCampus for class dates and times. 
 
Citation Style: Chicago  
 
Additional time requirements: 

 Reading/Study group: lead or participate in a dialogical Bible study with people outside 
of their normal reading community.   

II. Course Description 
The objective of this course is to develop a Biblical, theological and pastoral framework for a 
ministry of presence and proclamation to people who assume they are rejected by God.  This 
assumption is based on a complex web of life experiences including poverty, misfortune, 
neglect or abuse from parents and/or exclusion from the dominant culture and from the church 
because of race, social class or anti-social behaviour. The instructor’s primary experience comes 
out of over twenty-five years of reading the Bible with people who often consider themselves 
“damned” – Central American peasants, Mexican migrant farm workers, inmates in Washington 
State jails, drug dealers, gang members.   
 

Additional Information About the Course 
The course will begin and end at The Seattle School, but will include two weekends at The 
People’s Seminary in the Skagit Valley of Washington State, 1 hour North Seattle.  The People’s 
Seminary is a theological reflection and training center tied to New Earth - Tierra Nueva, (an 
ecumenical ministry to Mexican migrant farm workers, inmates, ex-offenders, gang members 
and people in recovery).  People who TN ministers to will participate in the course, sharing from 
their life experiences and ongoing struggles. On the Friday nights, students can stay at at local 
hotels or at New Earth Refuge, the Ekblad’s retreat center in Mount Vernon for $25 per night 
(write Gracie Ekblad to reserve a room at gekblad@gmail.com. 

mailto:bekblad@theseattleschool.edu


BTI 575B Reading the Bible With the Damned              Revision Date: 12/11/2015 2 of 8 

 
Popular, street-level images of God and life will first be explored through required reading and 
lectures.  How do many inmates, immigrants, gang members and drug addicts view God?  What 
are the barriers that keep today’s most obvious “sinners” from believing the gospel?  After 
exploring the context of today’s underclass, the following topics will be studied.  
 
The course will explore the hermeneutical, theological and pastoral issues related to Scripture 
study, evangelism, and the celebration of the Sacraments with people who feel excluded from 
the church and society and rejected by God (often people within our churches too).  The course 
will consist of lectures and discussion that will include a survey of the Biblical messages 
addressed to the marginalized (slaves, exiles, tax-collectors and sinners, etc.) throughout the 
scriptures, exegetical study of some of these key texts and discussion about the specific content 
and function of Biblical and theological concepts and doctrines such as: the Trinity, creation, 
fall, sin, redemption, call, covenant, judgement, exile, salvation, liberation, healing; 
unclean/clean—cleansing; demon-possession—deliverance and others. The course will also 
include practical teaching on effective ways to lead Bible studies, worship and offer other 
spiritual direction to marginalized people.  There will also be a focus on hearing the voice of 
God and exercising the gifts of the Spirit while preparing and leading dialogical Bible studies.   

III. Mission Statement Alignment 
This course seeks to transform lives by deepening participants’ knowledge of Scripture through 
exposure to diverse texts and literary genres in the Old Testament. 

IV. Learning Outcomes  
 

1. Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Identify the affects of hermeneutical factors such as social location, race, class and reading 
community on Biblical interpretation.   

 Learn where to go in the Bible to find messages appropriate for diverse 
communities. 

 Learn approaches to read “worn out” and “toxic” texts for Good News with people 
in difficult life circumstances. 

2. Subject Specific Skills:  

 Learn effective strategies for reading select texts from the Pentateuch, Prophets, Writings, 
Gospels and Epistles that deliberately place texts and contemporary life contexts side-by-
side. 

 Learn how to study Scripture and communities/people groups in ways that enhance 
effective communication across barriers of race, class, gender, education, nationality…. 

 Learn about the contribution of Liberation Theology to liberatory reading of the Bible 
3. Transferable Skills: 

• Learn practical guidelines and enhance skills for facilitating dialogical Bible study 
with the poor and marginalized in diverse communities. 

 Develop multi-front listening skills (listening the people, self, Holy Spirit…) 
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V. Course Requirements 
 

1.   Critical Review of Bob Ekblad’s chapter "Reading the Bible with Today's Jephthahs: 
Scripture and Mission at Tierra Nueva," in Bible in Mission. Due: February 29, 2016 

 
2.   Journal reflection. 

After having read Reading the Bible with the Damned, and Doing Contextual Theology, 
students will be required to lead or participate in a dialogical Bible study with people 
outside of their normal reading community.  Submit a four-page journal describing your 
experience.  What did you observe?  How did you feel? What questions do you now 
have? What worked and didn’t work, etc. Due: April 1, 2016 

 
 3.   Term Paper. 

A 3000 word term paper will consist of three parts.  First, an analysis of a character and 
their context using the books from options 1, 2 or 3 below.  Part two will be an 
exegetical presentation of a Biblical text that speaks good news to the character in their 
particular context of oppression.  Part three will be an integration of the presentation of 
the person, their context and text with reflections on how the text might be presented 
and understood as good news. DUE: April 11, 2016 
 

Course Learning Outcomes Assessment Grid (how each learning outcome will be 

assessed)  

Learning Outcomes Lectures and 
class discussion 

Required reading 
& reviews 

Final 
Paper 

 Identify the affects of hermeneutical factors 
such as social location, race, class and reading 
community on Biblical interpretation.   

 Learn where to go in the Bible to find 
messages appropriate for diverse 
communities. 

 Learn approaches to read “worn out” and 
“toxic” texts for Good News with people 
in difficult life circumstances. 

 

x x x 

 Learn effective strategies for reading select 
texts from the Pentateuch, Prophets, 
Writings, Gospels and Epistles that 
deliberately place texts and contemporary life 
contexts side-by-side. 

 Learn how to study Scripture and 
communities/people groups in ways that 
enhance effective communication across 
barriers of race, class, gender, education, 
nationality…. 

 Learn about the contribution of Liberation 
Theology to liberatory reading of the Bible 

x x x 
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 Learn practical guidelines and enhance 
skills for facilitating dialogical Bible study 
with the poor and marginalized in diverse 
communities. 

 Develop multi-front listening skills 
(listening the people, self, Holy Spirit…) 

 
 

x x x 

 

V. Course Schedule & Assignments 

DATE: TOPICS: READINGS/ASSIGNMENTS: 

February 8  
@ TSS 

Challenging dominant images of 
God through examining theological 
assumptions & their links to family 
of origin and childhood trauma. 
.   
 

Readings: 

 B. Ekblad’s Chapters 1-2 in Reading the 
Bible with the Damned  

 Gerald West’s Chapter “The Bible and the 
Poor,” page 159-167 in Bible and Mission 
(free PDF—see bibliography) 

 Elsa Tamez’ 'Women Facing the Word' in 
Bible in Mission, pages 224-229. 

 

February 29  
@ TSS 

 Reading Genesis 1-3 for good 
news. How might today’s 
“damned” challenge our 
theological categories such as 
creation, fall & redemption in 
Gen.1-4 and salvation and 
liberation from oppression in 
Exodus? 

Readings: 

 B. Ekblad’s chapter 2-3 in Reading the 
Bible with the Damned together with 
Gerald West’s  

 Phyllis Trible, chapter 1-2 

 Genesis 1-11 and Exodus 1-3 

March 11-
12 

On the first weekend at Tierra 
Nueva we will explore approaches 
to reading selections from the 
Pentateuch, Prophets and Writings 
that offer Good News to people on 
the margins.  How do the messages 
of the prophets differ according to 
addresses?  Other topics addressed 
include:  Images of God as 
doctor/healer; studying and 
praying the Psalms with people on 
the margins.  Other topics include: 
 

 Read “toxic texts” for good 
news (Sodom and Gomorrah, 

Readings:  

 Genesis 12 to end; Numbers and Judges. 

 Doing Contexual Theology manual  

 Adrian Blenkinsop and Naomi Swindon’s 
“Glazed Eyes and Disbelief” in Bible in 
Mission, pages 264-272. 
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rape of Dinah and others) 

 Reading Scripture with not the 
not yet believing. 

 Practical guidelines for reading 
the Bible with the “damned” 
will also be considered. 

April 1-2 The second weekend at Tierra 

Nueva will focus on reading the 

Gospels and Epistles for Good 

News.  How do we follow Jesus 

through the grammar of the 

Gospels, learning the distinctives of 

each of his many actions (salvation, 

healing, cleansing, touching, 

casting out, forgiving…).  What 

message is addressed to whom by 

Jesus, Paul and other speakers and 

writers? What is the function of 

judgment and law in Paul’s writings 

and in today’s world?  How can 

apocalyptic and eschatological 

texts best be read with people on 

the margins?  What might a Biblical 

theology for today’s exiles look 

like?  Other topics include: 

 

Reading Scripture for liberation 

with children. 

Readings:  

 Ekblad’s treatment of prophets in Reading 
the Bible with the Damned. 

 Phyllis Trible, chapters to be announced. 

 Psalms 

 Mark, Luke, Acts, Romans, Philippians 

 Ekblad’s treament of Writing’s in Reading 
the Bible with the Damned. 

 Ekblad’s chapters on reading Gospels and 
Paul’s writings in Reading the Bible with 
the Damned. 

 Wendy Strachan’s “Children, Mission and 
the Bible,” pages 81-92, in Bible and 
Mission. 

 

VI. Course Readings 

Required Books (must purchase) 

1. Bob Ekblad, Reading the Bible with the Damned, Westminster John Knox: Louisville, 2005. 
(196 pp). ISBN: 978-0664229177. 

2. Phyllis Trible, Texts of Terror: Literary-Feminist Readings of Biblical Narratives, Overtures in 
Biblical Theology, Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1984. Select chapters 

 
Online Resources 

1. Bible to Mission, Edited by Pauline Hoggart, Fergus MacDonald, Bill Mitchell, and Knud 
Jørgensen, Oxford: Regnum Books, 2013  Select chapters—available as free download 
here: http://www.ocms.ac.uk/regnum/downloads/Bible_in_Mission-Final-WM.pdf 

http://www.ocms.ac.uk/regnum/downloads/Bible_in_Mission-Final-WM.pdf
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2. Selections from Gerald West, Doing Contextual Theology: A Resource Manual, part one, 
two and three, PDF available free online at 
http://www.sorat.ukzn.ac.za/ujamaa/resources.htm  (50 pp) 

 
Choose one of the following options to read and engage with for final paper: 
 
1.  Ishmael Beah, A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, New York: Sarah Crichton,  
 2007. (240 pp) and/or Dave Eggers, What is the What? New York: Vintage, 2006. (560 
 pp) 
2.  Philippe Bourgois, In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio, Second Edition, Cambridge 

University Press: Cambridge, 2003 (403 pp). 
3.  Robert Ellis Gordon, The Funhouse Mirror: Reflections on prison, Pullman: Washington State 

University Press, 2000. (110 pp) and/or Sunny Schwartz with David Boodell, Dreams 
from the Monster Factory: A tale of prison, redemption and one woman’s fight to restore 
justice for all. 

4. Bryan Stevenson, Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption, Spiegel and Grau: New York, 
2014 

 
Recommended Reading: 
Anderson, Elijah. The Code of the Street: Decency, Violence and the Moral Life of the Inner City, 

W. W. Norton & Co: New York, 1999. (352 pp)   
Baker, Mark D. Religious No More: Building Communities of Grace and Freedom, InterVarsity: 

Downers Grove, 1999   (100 pp) 
Ekblad, Bob. A New Christian Manifesto: Pledging Allegiance to the Kingdom of God, 

Westminster John Knox: Louisville, 2008. 
Hatzfeld, Jean and Susan Sontag, Machete Season: The Killers in Rwanda Speak, trans. Linda 

Coverdale, Farrar, Strans & Giroux: New York, 2005. 
Hoggarth, Pauline. The Seed and the Soil: Engaging with the Word of God, Global Christian 

Library, 2011. (170 pp) 
Richards, Randolph and Brandon J. O’Brien, Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes: Removing 

Cultural Blinders to Better Understand the Bible, Grand Rapids: Intervarsity Press, 2012.  
Rowland, Christopher and Mark Corner, Liberating Exegesis: The Challenge of Liberation 
            Theology to Biblical Studies, Westminster/John Knox Press: Louisville, 1989 
Saunders, Stanley P. and Charles L. Campbell, The Word on the Street: Performing the Scriptures 

in the Urban Context, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000.  (192 pp) 
Scott, James C. Weapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of Peasant Resistance, Yale University 

Press: New Haven, 1985 
Stibbe, Mark. Know Your Spiritual Gifts: How to minister in the power of the Spirit, Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1997. (224 pp) ISBN:  9780551032439, TBD. 
Stringfellow, William. An Ethic for Christians and Other Aliens in a Strange Land, Third Edition, 

Word Books: Waco, 1979 (156 pp). 
West, Gerald O. The Academy of the Poor: Towards a Dialogical Reading of the Bible, Sheffield 

Academic Press: Sheffield, 1999   (170 pp) 
 ----. A Biblical Hermeneutics of Liberation, Orbis, 1996 

http://www.sorat.ukzn.ac.za/ujamaa/resources.htm
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VII. Course Policies 
 
1. Grading Policy: 

Participation in small group discussion during class time 20% 
Critical Review                                                                              15% 
Journal Reflection                                                                        15% 
Final Paper                                                         50% 

 
2. Grading Scale: 

 
A - The grade A represents an unusually competent paper that clearly makes its argument, 
contains extraordinary style, cleverness of argumentation, and/or thoroughness of research.  
B - The grade B represents a competent and thorough response to the assignment. 
C - The grade C represents a paper that is less than competent by a clear failure to 
communicate or to support arguments. 
 
The Grade Scale for all courses receiving letter grades is as follows: 
 

A 95-100  4.0   
A- 90-94  3.7  
B+ 87-89  3.3  
B 83-86  3.0    
B-   80-82  2.7  
C+ 77-79  2.3  
C 73-76  2.0   
C- 70-72  1.7 
F 69 or below    

This grading scale is posted in all course syllabi and is used in the submission of final grades for 
a course (reflected on a student’s transcript). All courses, unless noted otherwise, are required 
to give letter grades. 
 
3.  It is expected that written products will be legible, professional in appearance, and error 
free.  Papers are to be typed and double-spaced, and the pages are to be numbered and 
stapled.  Place your name the back (verso) of your paper; do not write your name on the front 
of your paper.  If you have any additional questions about paper format, refer to the 
standards found on the Writing Resources website at 
http://theseattleschool.edu/library/writing-center/. 
 
4. Papers must be turned in at the start of class directly to the professor (or AI if the class has 
one) on the date they are due.  Papers due outside of class time should be turned in to the 
Academics Office Mailbox at the Front Desk by 4:00 p.m. on the due date unless an earlier time 
is indicated by the instructor.  All papers turned in to the Academic Office Mailbox are date 
stamped.  If you are unable to turn in your paper in person, you must make prior arrangements 
with your AI (or professor if the class does not have an AI).  
 

http://theseattleschool.edu/library/writing-center/
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5. Requests for extensions must be submitted in writing to the professor and will be granted 
without penalty only under extenuating circumstances (such as a grave illness or family death). 
Other extensions granted will be assessed a penalty for late submission at the discretion of the 
instructor.   
 
6. By agreement of the faculty, instructors at The Seattle School determine their own 
attendance policy.  To confirm registration for the purposes of the Registrar and Student 
Financial Services, the instructor or the AI will take attendance during the first class with the 
roster provided by the Academic Office.  
 
7. Plagiarism, cheating and duplicating assignments are considered academic offenses and are 
expressly prohibited.  See the Academic Catalog and Student Handbook for specific information 
on Academic Integrity and definitions of these offenses. 
 
8. Courses must be officially added or dropped in person on MyCampus.  Please refer to the 
Tuition Refund Policy in the Academic Catalog for more information. 
 
9. Part of your responsibility in this class is to complete a course evaluation at the end of the 
term.  Feedback from the evaluations is used to evaluate and improve our course offerings.   
 
10. The Seattle School would like to assist students who have disabilities for which they are 
eligible to receive accommodations so that they get the most from their The Seattle School of 
Theology & Psychology experience. Students seeking support services should request assistance 
from the Registrar. All requests for such assistance are reviewed on the basis of a formal 
diagnosis of a disability (including [ADD] attention deficit disorder & [AD/HD] attention 
deficit/hyperactivity disorder). Students are required to submit documentation to verify 
eligibility. 
 
11. This syllabus may be changed at any time with notification.  Check the revision date at the 
bottom of the page to ensure you have the most recent version. 
 


